


THE STORY BE&GINS AT PHILMONT IT WAS THE SUMMER OF Zol1o AND I WAS
SCoUT RANCH IN NEW MEXICO. 18 AT THE TIME. I WENT TO PHILMOTN TO

TEST MY SKILLS AND STRENGTH-
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Oklahoma’ oilthian Waitg Phillips
gave this 127,000 acre propesty
to the Boy Scouts of .-\m:-x‘i\';\ in
1938 and 1941.. The first National
Bov Scout Camp éver established,
Philmont now hosts young men
sfrom all ever the world. Kit
Carson, Lucien B. Maxwell, and
Dick Wootten were important in

the history of.the area.

I WENT WITH 7 MORE OF MY CLOSE FRIENDS AND 4 ADULTS TO MAKE UP A CREW
OF 12 WHICH IS THE LARGEST CREW THAT CAN BE MADE. THE MAN IN THE RED WAS
OUR RANGEE, JAC, WHO HELPED US GET STARTED AT BASE CAMP-
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EVERYBODY WHO GOES TO PHILMONT KNOWS ONE THING THAT ALL CREWS REALIZE
SOONER OF LATER-

WE WERE GIVEN TENTS,
COOKING SUPPLIES, FOOD,
AND TOILET FAPEE. BUT
EVERYONE HAD ONE
QUESTION ON THEIR MIND -




AFTER THAT WE WERE THROWN INTO THE WILD. “ AFTER A FEW DAYS OF

HIKING AND VISITING

I BEALIZED THAT TODAY WE HAD A
FOOD PICKUP AT HARLAN.- oUR FOOD
WAS SHORT AND WE ONLY HAD TwWo
MORE MEALS.-
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THIS
MEANS
wWE
HAVE A
FOOD
PIcKUP

SO...WHICH WAY DO

MULTIPLE CAMPS WE

HAD TO HIKE TO A NEW
CAMP CALLED, HARLAN.

SOME ENJOYED THE FOOD MORE THAN
OTHEES.---.

IT LOOKS
EDIBLE...




| WE MADE oUR WAY UP AND AROUND WE STOPPED TO EAT BEEKFAST WHCIH
A MESA THAT BLOCKED A DIRECT WAS oUR SECOND To LAST MEAL -
PATH TO HARLAN.

AT LEAST OUR
PACKS ARE LIGHTEE

ARE WE THERE
YET?

THEN WE MOVED ON SO WE
couLb MAKE IT TO THE CAMP
BEFOEE IT BECAME ToOO HOT.




FINALLY WE ARRNED AFTER HIKING WE APPEOACHED THE CABIN WHERE
ABOUT & MILES FEOM OUR LAST THE RANGERS LIVED TO COLLECT OUR

CAMPSITE.- FOOD .

ARE WE By
THERE YET? /&

EVERY CAMPSITE HAS A MAP
TO SHOW WHEERE POINTS OF
INTEREST AERE-
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EVERY CAMP HAD AN ACTNVITY. WE HAD WE WERE ESCORTED TO OUR CAMP
DONE SOME CHALLENGE COLRSES AT AND THERE T ASKED ABOUT THE FOOD
OTHER CAMPS- _ _ PICKUP. THE RANGER GAVE ME A
T : E STRANGE LOOK AND ASKED ME TO
e : 1 e RETURN TO

THE EANGER TOLD US THEIR ACTNVITY
AT THE CAMP WAS SHOTGUN SHOOTING




T RETURNED WITH —
THE RANGER TO - /WHAT HAPPENED WAS THAN
DISCUSS WHAT YOU DID NOT STOP AT UTE
HAPPENED. AFTER T = | 5| GULCH TO GET YOUR FOOD.
TOLD THE STORY

HE TOLD ME THAT

WE HAD BEEN

MISINFORMED AND

HE GAVE U3

OPTIONS OF HOW

TO FIX OUE
PROBLEM.-
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| THE BEST OPTON WAS TO
CROSS OVER THE MESA WITH A
SMALL GROUP OF 5 PEOPLE.
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| was our PLAN TO /~ |DeerLake |
v | cross THE MESA. @
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I CAN &IVE
You TwWoO
RANGERS TO




T EXPLAINED THE

SITUATION TO My [5¢

CREW AS WE ATE PN “S 887/ SO T AM GOING TO BE

THE LAST OF OUR (i i/ BRINGING ONE OF YOU AND
ONE OF OUR ADULTS TO GO

T THE FOOD AND TRY TO GEY/ et

PEOPLE WEEE WILLING TO c© BUT SOME MY DECISION HAD TO BE MADE

HAD MAINTAINED PERSONAL INJURIES FEOM @UICKLY AND | HAD FEW

ALL THE HAERD HIKING- OPTIONS - BUT | FINALLY CHOSE
DAN -




THE ADULT WHoO
WANTED TO JOIN
us WAs NAMED
MR- WEICHMAN -
HE WAS AN
EXPERIENCED
HIKER AND WAS
EXCITED TO 6O
ON AN UNBEATEN
PATH. HE WolULD
8E JOINED BY
WO OTHER
ADULT EANGERS
THAT WollLD BE
TEAVELING WITH
us IN OBRDEE TO
INSURE OUR
SAFETY.

DAN IS ONE
OF MY
BEST
FRIENDS,
HE MAY BE
A 8IT
SHOET B8UT
HE IS
STRONG
AND LOVES
HIKING. HE
wWAsS MY
FIRST
CHOICE.

CONFID

DECISION T HEADED | W8
OUT WITH MY SMALL Eir
PARTY -




WHILE WE WEEE GONE THE EEST OF THE
CREW WoULD WORK ON A SERVICE
PROJIECT TO MAKE A PATH NEAEBY .

WE STARTED HIKING EAST UP THE
ROAD IN OEDER TO EEACH THE TOP
OF THE MESA- ONCE THERE WE
STARTED ACROSS-
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THIS SURE 1S A
\ LONG WAY UP.

AT THE TOP OF THE MESA WAS DEER
LAKE WHICH WE HAD TO TALK PAST.
THE LOWERING SUN BEFLECTED OFF
OF THE WATER'S SURFACE AND IT
WAS A VERY BEAUTIFUL SIGHT.




WHEN WE REACHED THE OTHER SIDE
OF THE MESA WE HAD To cLimMe
DOWN A STEEP CLIFF. FROM ROCK TO
ROCK WE JUMPED OUR WAY DOWN
BEING VERY CAREFUL NOT TO TEIP-

WE &OT OUR FOOD 7
FROM THE COMMISSARY
AND @UIcKLY MADE o
OUR WAY BACK .-

SOME OF THE ROCKS WEEE LOOSE
WHICH MADE JUMPING EVEN MORE
DANGEEROUS- WE HAD A FEW CLOSE
CALLS BUT NoBoDY HAD SERIOUS
INJURIES -




WE HAD TO O ALL THE WAY AROUND
THE MESA AGAIN BECAUSE THERE WAS
NO OTHER WAY TO GET BACK TO
HARLAN.- THE PATH WE TOOK WAS Too
STEEP TO &0 BACK UP-.

SEEN THIS
BEFORE...

WE EETUENED JUST BEFORE IT GOT ToO
DARK. WE THANKED THE TWoO EANGERS
AND I WENT STRAIGHT TO BED.

THE SUN WAS SETTING AND IT WAS

NOT SAFE To TRAVEL AT NIGHT. WE
WALKED @UICKLY AND oUrR SMALL

GROUP MADE GOOD TIME.

THE NEXT MORNING I TOLD THE
STORY TO OUR CREW AND WE
DECIDED THAT WE SHoULD MOVE oUT
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE-

“/ THEN WE GOT
TO THE EDGE




! EXPERIENCE THAT NoBODY ELSE DID. WE FINISHED oUR JOURNEY SIX DAYS
LATER.- SOME OF US WILL RETUEN, OTHEES WILL NOT.




